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The Keersrer is now published at the new 
four story house, in Water-street, the Srd door east 
of South-street, near the Merchants coftee-house, 
ane but a short distance from the old stand. 

The derangement caused-by a removal of the 
office, prevented the publication of a supplement 
this week, which otherwise would have issued, and 
have contained the Spanish constitution. 





Since a late unhappy event, our account 
ef the “affair of the Chesapeake,” as recorded in 
the first volume of the Rre1sTer, has been very fre- 
quently referred to—and, we are sorry to say; 
found to be essentially defective,in wanting the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial appointed for the tri- 
alofcom. Barron. At this late period, we feel it 
a duty which we owe to our work as a record of 
facts, to give the proceedings and judgment of that 
court, which is inserted inthe presentsheet. ‘The 
defence of com. B. is yet wanting; but perhaps it is 
not necessary toa correct understanding of the na- 
ture of the unfortunate transaction, and its great 
length absolutely forbids its publication just now. 





The bill to regulate the duties on imports and 
tonnage —the new tariff bill, reported by Mr. Bald- 
win, fromthe committee on manufactures, has pas- 
sed the house of representatives by a majority of 
13 votes. (See the statement below and the pro- 
ceedings of congress.) We regret to add, at the 
moment our paper was going to press, that it has 
been-rejected in the senate. See page 183. 

The bill in general, was an excellent one, and in 
most cases would have met the wishes and wants 
of the people, if enacted into a Jaw—-given us all 
enough to do, and caused money to circulate frecly: 
still there are some articles that were taxed suffici- 
ently high—especially those things which are in 
common use, and not the product or manufacture of 
the United States. 

Cash payments of duties. The bill reported for 
this purpose, by the committee on manufactures, 
has been rejected by the house of representatives 
see congressional proceedings. 

Auction duties. The bill for laying duties on 
sales at auction, was refused a third reading, 
or in other words, rejected, in the house of repre- 
sentatives, by asmall majority; but afterwards re- 
considered, and passed by a decided vote, five 
per cent. being substituted for the ten originally 
proposed. 

Canabian TARIFF. The following duties 6n goods 
imported from the United States, were imposed at 
the last session of the parliament of Upper Canada: 
On spirits ls 6d. per gal. shoes 2s 6d per pair; boots 
5s; flour and pork 10s per bbl. beef, 7s 6d; fresh 
pork, 5e per cwt; salt, 6¢ per bushel; sole leather, 
2d per lb. harness do. 3d; calf skins, or other lea- 
therfor uppers, 2¢ per skin; cables and cordage, 
2d per lb. nails, 24; manufactured tovacco, 4d; ad 
valorem duty,10 per cent. Free---Pot and peal ashes, 
Staves, sheep, unmanufactured tobacco, person- 
al baggage, travelling horse or horses, carriage or 
carriages, of subjects or foreigners; flour, perk, and 
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other provisions, free of duty when brought in fof 
transportation. : 


To be in torce for one year, and until the end of 
the next session of parliament. 





Adjournment of congress. It hasbeen agreed upon 
by both houses, that congress shall ajourn on the 
15th inst; 


Relations with Spain. We have received several 
private letters from Washington, giving various 
rumors in regardto our relations with Spain. Vhey 
are contradictory, and do not assert any thing posi- 
tively. Itseems probable, however, that the nego- 
ciation has been once broken off, and then resumed 
at the instance of Mr. Vives, though now, perhaps, 
broken off again. It is not worth while to give ail 
the reports that have reached us—a message from 
the president still being daily expected. 

In the present state of out information, it would 
be premature in us to speak on the subject of our 
relations with Spam: but if Don Vives has bern 
gent out either to fool us or abuse us, We would ent 
the matter short by sending him home at once, to 
tell his master that we should redress our own 
grievances in our Own wav—by the law ef force; 
right and reason having so long been appealed to 
in vain, 





THIND READING OF THE NEW TARIFF Rit, 

In our notice of the proceedings of congress, (see 
page 178), we have distributed the gentlemen who 
votedon this great question into the several states 
which they represent, and also noted the a@ésen- 
tees. The following table presénts atone view 
the state of the vote, and may serve many inte- 
resting purposes: 

STATES 

New Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New-York 

New-Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Ohie 

Louisiana 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Mississippi 

Alabama 


For the bill Against it Absent Totat 
5 6 
20 
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a? In looking over the vote, when distributed 
into states, the following things appear to be wor- 


*Mr. Clay, speaker, did not voie, being in wie 











chair, but decidedly supported the biil. 
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no instance, not one case perhaps, was the duty up- 
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thy of remark: there was only one vore in favor of 
the bill from the representations of New-Haimp- | 


LPI do not know any thing of the “contrivances’® 
which the £nguirer speaks of, nor why the word 


snire and Vermont, but half of the delegation from | should be quoted and marked in Valics, ‘The arti- 


the latter weré absent. {he first may have bcén! 


cle out of which the editor of thet paper has contriv- 


influenced by an idea that the new tariff would af- | edto make his paragraph, is to be found in the pre- 


fect the business of ship building; but I do not 


sent volume, page 25, in which an atiempt was 


know how to account for the opposition of the re- | made to shew that the progress of the slave popu- 


presentatives from the other. he manufacturing 


lation would be checked by the want ofan increased 


Interest prevailed in Massachusetts, Riode Island, | demand for the labor of slaves; and in which an opi- 


and Connecticut, though opposed by the commer- 


nion was expressed that several slave-holding states, 


cial in the first named of these states. New-York, | as well from prineiple as from interest, might be exe 


New-Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, with one 
exception, unanimously supported the bill—they 
are grain-growing states, eminently agricultural 
and commercial, but happily uniting manufactures 
to those pursuits. All the southern states, including 
Maryland from what is considered as the great 
middle district, were almost unanimously oppos- 
ed io the bill, only four gentlemen from them 
voting in favor of tt. Of the western states, Ken- 
tucky was decidedly for it, and Ohio, Indiana and 
Hiinois unanimously so—these are also grain-grow- 
ing countrics, raising a considerable surplus, but 
also abound with household and other manu- 
factures, as indecd do the western parts of Virginia 
and North Carolina. Vennessee was unanimous in 
opposition to the bill, vet much of her wealth and 
comfort is derived from domestic mdustry, as ap- 
piiedio manufactures. [t seems as if the vast bo- 
dy of the people engaged in raising a surplus of 
things tor the food.of man, were on one side, and 
those chiefly commercial, or giving their attention 
to the product of tobacco and cotton, on the other, 
were opposed The reliance of the former is on the 
Aome murket; the latter looks toa foreign demand, 
It is believed, also, by the first, that agriculture, 
manufactures and commerce are best united toge- 
ther—the second is mainly interested in shipping, 
or in producing commodities for sale abroad; and 
apprehends that a duty levied on goods imported, 
operates asa tax directly upon themselves, for the 
good of the domestic manufacturer. The fact, how- 
ever, should be recollected, that while by extra ton- 
rage and heavy duties, ve have protected the ship- 
ping interest of the United States, and given advan- 
tages to the growers of cotton and sugar of the 
most positive character, nothing has hitherto been 
done to protect the manufacturers, except in a few 
solitary and insignificant cases. Vhe duties under 
the present tariff, were laid for the sole purpose of 
ruisina a revenue, for the support of government, In 


on a manufaciured article so high, as European na- 
tions impose on those fabricated by us, though 
they generally exclude them altogether—either to 
énconrage their own industry, or for the sake ofan 
internal excise upon similar things. 

It may, however, be noted that the immediate 
representatives from the great sea-ports of Roston, 
New-York, Philadelphia, Baitimore, and Norfolk, 
in all eight members, unanimously supported the 
bill, except Mr. Smith from Baltimore, who was ab- 
sent when the question on its third reading was 
taken. 





Missoure Vhe St. Louis Enquirer says—“Mr. 
Niles has expressed a belief that the Missouri state 
convention will cGecide against the admission of 
slavery in Missourm, Several other northern papers 
have expressed the same belief. Upon what do 
they bettomthis belief? [s there any thing in the 
wind? Any new “conirivances” to be putin opera- 


pected to abolish slavery. Speaking of “Missouri 

I said—*they (slaves) cannot easily be profitable in 

Missouri, and the influx ofa free population may 

soon forbid the further introduction of slaves, even 

if the constitution now to be formed, shall admit 

such introduction—which there is some reason to 

hope willnot be the case.” 

Now, here is the fact and the reason of the matter 

frankly expressed, without the shadow ofa “contriv- 

unce,” and happy will it be for Missouri if her peo- 

ple, in their wisciom, shall forbid the introduction 

ot slaves, to dislionor labor and check the emigra- 

tion of these classes of saciety which are the bone 

and sinew ofevery country. 

Many articles which have appeared in the Svs 
Louis Enguirer, have exhibited a disposition rather 

to fillup the country with slaves, than maintain 

the right of the state to permit the holding of thems 
lam sorry for it: 1 wish well to Missouri—I am 

equally the friend of every. state and territoryinthe 

union, at least so far asto rejoiceat the prosperity 

and mourn for the adversity ofanyone of taem. E 

wish happiness toabound every where; and roads, 

canals and bridges made, though they may be supe 

posed to injure particular sections, because they 

must accomplisha general good. Inall the slave- 
holding states, slavery is admitted to be a great 

evilthe greatest evil to which they are subject? 
and yet against this universal testimony, the result 
of experience, the Enguirer is pleased to insinuate 
the suspicion of a “contrivance,” because I ex-: 
pressed a hope that the people of *‘tissouri would 
profit by an attention to such testimony and expe- 
rience! This is ungenerous. If f had been a citizen 
of Missouri, theugh opposed asI am to the princi- 

ple and practice of slavery, 1 would have exerted 
myself nota little to have hadthe state admitted with+ 
out restriction, provided [ believed that congress 
bad nota right to impose it but; onthe other 
hand, having obtained the right contended for ag 
to the new state, I would go quite as far to build up 
a constitution which should prevent the further in- 
troduction of slaves, and provide for the emancipa- 
tion of the descendants of those introduced before 
its establishment. I can see avery wide distinc- 
tion between an honorable contention for a right, 
and an impolitic exercise of it. I certainly should 
be disposed to resist an order to-walk on the shady 
side of the street,ona warm summer’s day; but hav- 
ing resisted it, would assuredly consult my owk% 
health and happiness by walking on that side. 





“‘ The home of the free.” Notwithstanding the great 
depression of labor and the distress that se gene- 
rally exists in the United States, we have much 
reason to be thankful that so many comforts are left 
to us, and that the evils which we suffer are within 
our own power tocure, by asound economy and dis- 
cretion---a necessary revolution, to be sure, in out 
manners and habits, and perhaps also some change 
in our rulers;---all which is effecting or ina state of 
preparation to be effected, by personal exertion in 





tion.’” 


domectic circles, or the magic force of the ballot 
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without violence. ‘These are the blessed fruits of 
our liberal institutions. 

Contrast these with the sanguinary quasi civil 
war that rages in Ireland, the insurrection produc- 
ed by absolute misery in Scotland, and the frequent 

alarming assemblages and mobs that prevail in Eng- 
land. In the first, the ribband-men, in bodies 
sometimes 500 strong, overrun whole counties, 
conflagrating and destroying all opposed to them, 
prodigal of blood and wasteful of property. In the 
second, the poor tenantry resist by arms a force 
s2ut to expel them from their wretched homes, by 
the lordly proprictor of the soil---they have no re- 
source, no place to shelter them, and seem resoalv- 
ed to die onthe spot on which they were born, ra- 
ther than leave it, in their miserable circumstances. 
In the third, where the labor of so many is consumed 
by the few, a degree of poverty exists among the 
productive classes which few persons in America 
have an idea of,.as nich pressed to live assome of us 
seem to be---for we have no general apprehension 
of the severe domestic economy and incessant pri- 
vation, that belongs to the working people of Eng- 
land. These evils appear irremediable but bya 
revolution, to be produced by force of arms; for it 
cannot be expected that those possessed of praper- 
ty and privilege, no matter how acquired, wili sur 
render them without « struggle. 

in freland, they are hanging the ribband-men by 
dozens---at the Jast Essex assizes, in England, 
tweuty-one persons receivdd sentence of death, and 
at a late sessions at the Old Builey, sentence of 
death was passed on 27 prisoners; of transportation | 
for life, on 11; for fourteen years 01.30; and for seven | 
vears on 62 persons. It is thus in almost all the | 
counties of England. In the present organization 
of the government and state of trade, it seems ab- 
solutely necessary that something should be done 
to thinthe population; and the judges pass sen- 
tence of death, or to banish a fellow creature for 
life, with as little ceremony as they decide common 
questions at law. 
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Affair of the Chesapeake. 


‘rant stated, and therein preferred against him; and 


having heard all the evidence, and the prisoner’s 
defence, and very maturely and thoroughly cousi- 
dered the same, gave the following 


OPINION: 
The first charge stated against captain Jam 
Barron in the warrant of the hon. secretary of the 
navy, is in the following words: 
- “For negligently performing the duty assigned 
im. 3 


“SPECIFICATION.” 

Ist. “ff that he did not visit the frigate Chesa- 
peake, during the period she remained in Hamp- 
ton roads, and before she proceeded to sza, as often 
as he was in duty bound to do.” 

2d. “in that when he did visit her, he did not, as 
it was his bounden duty todo, examine particularly 
into her state and condition.” 

In deciding upon this charge, the court will make 
the following statements—Ist. It appears to ihe 
court, that captain James Barron did visit the fri- 
gate Chesapeake twice during the period she re- © 
tained in Hampton Roads, and before she proceed- 
ed tu sea, that is, between the 4th and 21st days of 
June last. And as by the naval regulations, issued 
by the command of the president of the United’ 
States, the number of visits which the commander 
of a squadron is directed to pay to the ships of isis 
squadrea or division, is left to his own discretion, 
the court is of opinion that captain Barron was 


made the judge of this subject hituself—and seeing 


in the evidence no reasons existing at that time, to 
question the proper exercise of his discretion, in 
this respect the court are of opinion that this speci- 
fication isnot proved. 

2d. It dees not appear to the court, that when 
captain James Barron did visit the frigate Chesa- 
neuke, he examined particularly into her state and 
condition. But as it has been clearly established 
by the evidence, that captain James Barron during 
this period was under the orders of the honorable 
the secretary of the navy, whereby he was appoint- 
eda commodore or commander of a squadron, that 
by other orders derived from the same source, a 





At a general court martia!, assembled ou board the 
United States ship the Chesapeake, in the har-| 
bor of Norfolk, and state of Virginia, on Monday | 
the fourth day of January, in the year ofour 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, and 
continued by adjournment from day to day, until 
Monday the eighth day of February in the same 
year, 

PRESENT. 

Gapt. John Rodgers, president. 

@aptains Wiliam Bainbridze, 

Hugh G. Campbell, 
Stephen Decatur, Jun. 
and John Shaw. 


Masters’ Commandants 
John Smith, + Members. 
and David Porter, 

Rieuts. Joseph Tarbell, 


Jacob Jones, 
James Lawrence, and 
Charles Ludlow, 
The court, pursuant to an order from the honora- 
ble Robert Smith, secretary of the navy of the 





master and commandant had been appointed to act 
as captain of this particular ship, under the said 
James Barron as commodare, and that this aciing® 
captain was then on board the ship, the court are 
of opinion, that it was not the bounden duty ofcom- 
modore Barron to examine particularly into her 
state and condition, and therefore that this second 
specification 1s not proved 

The omission to visit the frigate Chcsaneake 
during the period she remained in Hampton Roads, 
and before she proceeded to sea, as often ashe was 
in duty bound to do, and tle omission when he did 
visit her, to examine particularly into herstate and 
condition, being the only circumstances averred in 
the acousation as establishing this first charge, “for 
negligently performing the duty assigned him,” 
and the eoyrt being of opinion that he did visit the 
frigate Cheasapeake as often as he was in duty 
bound to do, and that it was not his bounden duty 
to examine particularly into her state'and condition, 
when he did visit her, must of course decide that 
‘aptain James Barron is rot guilty under this first 
charge, as limited and explained by these specifica- 








United States, to captain John Rodgers directed, 
bearing date on the seventh day of December, in 
the year of our lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seven, proceeded (as therein they are directed) 


tions. 

The second charge against captain Barron stated 
in the warrant of the honorable secretary of the na- 
vy, is inthese words: 





to try James Barron, esq. a captain inthe navy of the 
Wnited States, upon the charges in the said war. 


«For neglect, on the probability of an engage- 
rent, te cleur bis ship fer action.” 


t? 
sane 
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“SPECIFICATION.” 

Ist. “In that certain threats on the part of some 
¢ommander of a British vessel of war, that he would 
take by force, if he could not otherwise obtain them, 
certain men from on board the frigate Chesapeake 
ani that such threats were known to or heard by 
the said captain James Barron, and still he neglect- 
ed to clear his ship for action.” | 

2d. “In that there were various indications of a 
hostile disposition towards the frigate Chesapeake, 
exhibited by the British ship of. war the Leopard, 
to wit, her putting to sea after certain signals had 
been seen and noticed by the said James Barron, 
when there was no other vessel in sight, or any 
other object to induce her to go to sea but the Che- 
sapenke; the ports of the said ship Leopard were 
triced up, and her tompions were out a considera- 
ble time before she commenced firing upon the 
Chesapeake; and still, that, notwithstanding these 
suspicious appearances, which were seen and ob- 
served by the said James Barron, he neglected to 
clear his ship for action.” 

3d. “in that by various manceuvres which are 
set forth in the opinion of the court of enquiry here- 
to annexed, the British ship of war Leopard did 
manifest an intention to fire upon the said frigate 
Chesapeake, and still that the said James Barron 
neglected to clear his ship for action.” 

4th. “fa that the said ship Leopard did approach 
the said frigate Chesapeake, under all the appear- 
ances of being prepured for action, and‘still the 
said James Barron neglected to clear his ship for 
action.” 
5th. “In that the said James Barron did receive 
fiom the commanding officer of the Leopard, acom- 
munication clearly intimating that, if certain men 
were not delivered up to him, he should proceed 
to use force, and still the said James Barron neglect- 
ed to clear his ship for action.” 

6th. “In that the said James Barron did verily be- 
l:eve, from the communieation he received from the 
commanding officer of the said ship Leopard, that 
the said ship would fire upon the said frigate Che- 
sapeake, or take by force, if they could not be 
obtained by other means, any British deserters that 
could be found on board the Chesapeake, and still 
the said James Barron neglected to clear his ship 
for action.”’ : 

In deciding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statement: 

Ist. It does not appear to the court, that any 
threats were ever used on the part of any com- 
mander of a British vessel of war, that he would 
take by force, if he could not otherwise obtain them, 
certain men from on board the frigate Chesapeake, 
(except the threats which may be considered as 
contained in the documents hereafter referred to, 
and which constituted the subject of another sneci- 
fication. Of course it does not appear that any other 
threats were known to or heard by captain James 
Barron, ‘The court must therefore decide that this 
first specification is not proved : 

2. It appears to the court, that the British ship 
of war, the Leopard, did put to sea after certain 
signals had been seen and noticed by capt. James 
Barron. Whether any other vessel was then in 
sight of her, or whether she then had any other 
object to induce her to go to sea but the Chesa- 
peake it 's impossible from the nature of things 
that this court can now decide, nor is it necessary 
that they should decide. | 

It appears to the court also, that the ports of 
the said ship Leopard were triced up a considera- 


~ ‘ —_ 
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Chesapeake. But when-the court adveris to the 
relations between Great Britain and the United 
States at that time, to the situation of the British 
squadron which had been lying in Chesapeake bay 
for many months preceding this, and to the state of 
the wind and weather at this period, the court can- 
not consider the putting to sea of one of that squad- 
ron, in consequence of signals made to her, or the 
triced up ports of a two decker, in warm weather 
and asmooth sea, ag indications of a hostile dispo- 
sition towards the frigate Chesapeake, whether any 
other vessel was in sight at that time or not. 
What was the probable object of the Leopard in 
putting to sea, the history of that day enables the 
court now to conjecture with some certainty. But 
at that time, and in her situation, there were such 
a variety of innocent objects equally probable to 
be then held in view by her, that this court cannot 
impute to captain Barron any blame whatsoever for 
not divining her real intentions at that time 
It appears to the court that the tompions of the 
Leopard were out some time before she commenced 
firing on the Chesapeake, and this the court consi- 
ders-as an indication of a hostile disposition. But 
it appears to the court also, from the evidence upon 
this head, that so soon as captain Barron was inform- 
ed of this fact he ordered his men to quarters, the 
court are of opinion that no part of this second spe- 
cification is proved. 
3d. This court having heard all the testimony re- 
lative to the various manceuvres of the Leopard 
after she put to sea, must form its opinion from the 
facts established by this testimony, and not from 
the opinion of the court of enquiry, on which they 
do not consider themselves bound in afy manner 
to decide. Judging of these mancuvres from 
these facts, the court are of opinion, that there were 
not intentions to fire unon the frigate Chesapeake 
manifested by the British ship of war Leopard, at 
any time before an officer of the Leopard was sent 
on board the Chesapeake; and therefore that this 
third specification is not proved. 
4th. It does not appear to the court; that the said 
ship Leopard did approach the said frigate Chesa- 
peake, under any of the appearances of being 
prepared for the action, and therefore the court 
are of opinion that this fourth specification is not 
proved. 

5th. It appears to the court, that captain ay 
Barron did receive from the commanding officer of 
the Leopard, a communication clearly intimating, 
that if certain men were not delivered up to him 
he should proceed to use force; and that the said 
James Barron yet neglected to clear his ship for 
action. The court are therefore of opinion that 
this fifth specification is fully proved. 

6th. It appears to the court from part of the com- 
munications of captain James Barron, to the honora- 
ble the secretary of the navy, and from the evi- 
dence of the witnesses with whom the said James 
Barron conversed upon the subject, that he did ve- 
rily believe, from the communication received from 
the commander of tlie said ship Leopard, that he 
would take by force if they could not to be obtamed 
by other means, any British deserters that could be 
found on board the Chesapeake, and still that the 
said James Barron neglected to clear his ship for 
action -The court are therefore of opinion that 
this sixth specification is fully proved. 

Part of the facts specified in the accusation as es- 
tablishing this second charge being thus fully prov- 
ed, and the court being of opinion that the facts so 





ble time before she commenced firing upon the 


proved being of themselves sufficient te support this 
charge, decide, that the said James Barron is guilty 
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under ‘iis second sharge, “tor neglecting, on the’ thing to disappro 
probability of an engagement, to clear his ship; 


for action.” 

The third charge against captain James Barron, 
as stated in the warrant of the honorable the se- 
cretary of the navy, is in these words, as foilows: 

“For failing to encourage in his own person his 
inferior officers and men to fight courageously.” 

“SPECIFICATION.” 

Ist. “In that he did not on the first moment of an 
indication or suspicious appearance of a hostile in- 
tent.on on the part of the ship Leopard, ordcr his 
men to quarters.” 

2d. «in that he did not, after he was satisfied 
that an attack upon his ship would be made, use 
prompt and officer-like measuresto prepare his ship 
tor battle.” 

3d. In that, when he did order his men to quar- 
ters, be did not order them as became an officer of 
the American navy.” 

Ath. In that he ordered that the drum should 
desist from beating, and that the men should be got 
to quarters secretly, without beat of drum. - 

5th. “In that, from the mannerin which he or- 
dered his men to quarters, he did not evince a de- 
termination bravely to defend his ship.” 

Gth, «Iu that he was not to his station during the 
attack aforesaid, but remained a corsiderable ume 
ut the gangway as if imploring forbearance.” 

7th. “{n that he drew his men, or some of them, 
from their guns, to lowering down a boat or boats 
to send on board the attacking ship, during her at- 
tack upon him.” 

Sth. “In that he ordered his first lieutenant from 
his quarters during the attack, to carry a mes- 


sage on board of the Leopard, at that time firing: 


upon him,” 

9th. “In that during the attack he used language 
in the presence of his men calculatedjlo disspirit 
them.” 

10th. “In that during the attack he ordered his 
men to keep down, that they would be cut ail to 

ieces,” 

In deciding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statement: 

Ist. It appears to the court that captain James 
Bar.on, the first moment after he knew of an indi- 


cation or suspicious appearance of a hostile inten-. 
tion on the part of the said ship Leopard, that 1s, . 
afier he knew her tompions were out, did order his 


mento quarters. The court are therefore of opi- 
nion, that this first specification is aot proved.— this 
first specification is understood by the court to ap- 
ply exclusively to the appearances exhibited by the 
Leopard,and not tothe lettersand communications of 
her commander before stated, and which constutute 
the subjeet of aiiother specification. 

Qd. It appears to the court, that after capt. James 
Barron was satisfied that an attack upon his ship 
would be made, that is, after he received the com- 
munication from the commander of the Leopard 
above stated, he did not immediately use any mea- 
sures to prepare his ship for battle. The court are 
therefore of opinion, that this second specification 
is fully proved. 

It appears to the court, that when capt. James 


Barron did order his men to quarters, he ordered | 


them as became an officer of the navy. The or- 
ders given upon this occasion are stated in the next 
specification, and although not such as are most 
frequently given, yet the situation of his ship at 
that time was not a common one, and in the orders 
themselves under the then existing circumstances, 
or in the manner cf giving them, the court see no- 
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ve or censure. ‘The court are 
therefore of opinion, that this third specification is 
not proved. : 

4th. ltappears to the court, that captain James 
Barron did order that his men should be got to 
quarters secretly, and without beat of drum, which 
did begin to beat notwithstanding this order, and 
that thereupon he ordered that the drum should 
desist from beating. The court are therefore of 
epinion that this fourth specification is fully proved. 

_ Sth, It does not appear to the court that from the 

mannerin which captain James Barron erdered his 
men to quarters, he did not evince a determi- 
nation bravely to defend his ship. ‘he court are 
of opinion that this fifth specification is not proved. 

6th. The court are not informed of any particu- 
lar station assigned to a commander during an en- 
gagement. It is generally considered that the most 
proper place for him is on the upper deck, but he is 
at liberty to go and ought to go to any place where 
his presence will be of most importance. It appears 
to the court, that captain James Barron, never did 
leave ‘his upper deck during thie attack, and the 
court are of opinion he should not have leftit. It 
does appear to the court that he remained a consi- 
derable part of the time during the attack at the. 
gangway, not as ifimploring forbearance, but for 
necessary and proper purposes. ‘The court are 
therefore of opinion that this sixth specification is 
not proved, 

7th. It does not appear to the court, that capt. 
James Barron did draw any of his men from their 
gunsto lower down a boat or boats, to send on board 

















the attacking ship, during her attact upon him. The 
|ceurt are thérefore of opinion, that this seventh 
specification is not proved. It does appear to the 
court that capt. James Barron did draw some of his 
men from other stations for this purpose, but in 
this the court sees nothing to criminate capt. Bar- 
ron, even if it were admissible to do so under this 
specification. 

‘Sth. It does not appear to the court, that capt. 
James Barron ordered his first lieutenant from his 
quarters, during the attack to carry a message on 
board the Leopard, at that time firing upon him.— 
The court are therefore of opinion, that this eighth 
specification is not proved. As the decision of the 
court upon this subject, when coupled with some 
part of the evidence exhibited in this case, prov- 
| Ing that Mr. Beujamin smith, the first lieutenant, 
; wasina boat, may perhaps be calculated to throw 
| Some imputation upon the reputation of that young 
officer, who is now dead, the court take this occa- 
|sionto express their opinion, that he does not me- 
rit any such imputation. 

9th. it does not ,appear to the court, that capt. 
James Barron did use any language in the presence 
,of his men calculated to disspirit them. The court 
are therefore of opinion, that this ninth specitica- 
tion is not proved. 

10th. It does not appear to the ccurt by satis. 
factory evidence, that during the attack, capi. 
James Barron ordered his men to Keep down, that 
they would all be cut to pieces. The court ar 
therefore of opinion, that this tenth and last speci- 
fication is not proved. ‘he court are satisfied that 
some such words were uttered, but ave also satis- 
-hed that the words actually used were of very dif. 
ferent import, and were uttered at a time wher. 
they could not have produced any improper effect 
upon the crew. 

The only two specifications annexed to this 
charge, which are proved, are not such as im the 
opm.on Of this cour establish the preposition, tart 
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the accused ‘failed to encourage in his own per- 
Son hisinferior officers and men to fight courage- 
ously,” His not using immediate measures to pre- 
pare his ship for battle after he was satisfied an at- 
tack upon her would be made, was certainly great 
neglect of duty, but this does not support any 
charge against the personal spirit of capt. Barron. 
His ordering that his men should be got to quar- 
ters secretly, without beat of dram, and ordering 
the drum to desist from beating when it began to 
beat contrary to his orders, so far from proving him 
deficient in courage,are considered by the court as 
strong evidences of his coolness and reflection at 
that moment. Indeed it would require very strong 
evidences to satisfy this court, that an officer who 
expose’ himself atan open gangway, under a hea- 
vy and close fire, who being wounded still remain. 
ed on his deck during the whole attack, giving his 
orders coolly and distinctly, and who neither, by 
his wordssor actions, discouraged his crew or any 
part of it, could be guilty of this charge. Such the 
court are satisfied was captain James Barron’s con- 
duet and situation and however «hey may think 
of his activily or judgment, they feel themselves 
bound to declare that he is nat euiity under this: 


) 


James Barron struck to the saidship Leopard, ata 
time when the injuries sustained either on the said 
frigate or crew did not make such surrender then 
necessary. Thecourt are therefore of opinion that 
this second specification is fully proved. ) 

Sd. It appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of the said 
James Barron struck to the said ship. Leopards, 
when the guns of the said frigate were all loaded.— 
The court are therefore of opinion that this third 
specification is fuliy proved. 

4th. It does not appear to the court, that the 
main deck battery of the said ship Chesapeake was 
In a situation which would have enabled the return 
ofa broadside in a very short time after ber flag 
was struck by order of the said James Barron to 
the said ship Leopard. ‘The court are therefore 
be opinion that this fourth specification is not prov- 
ed. 

Sth. It appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of the said 
James Barron struck to the said ship Leopard, with- 
out the said James Barron’s having consulted any 
of his officers, as to whether the flag ought to be 
struck or not. The courtare therefore of opinion 


third charge, “for failing to encourage in his own} that this fifth specification is fully proved. 


person his inferior officers and men to fight coura- 
geously,” 

The fourth and last charge stated in the warrant 
of tue henorable secretary of the navy against cupt. 
James Barronis in these words:* 
| © SPECIFICATION.” 


Ist. “In that the said ship Leopard did fire upon! 


the said frigate Chesapeake, and the said James 
Barron did fail suitably to repel said attack.” 

2d. “In that the said frigate Chesapeake was, by 
order of the said James Barron, surrendered to the 
said ship Leopard, at a time when the injuries sus- 
tained, either on the frigate or her crew, did not 
make such surrender then necessary.” 

Sd. “In that the flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake was by order ofthe said James Barron struck 
tothe saidship Leopard, when the guns of the said 
frigate Chesapeake were loaded.” 

4th. “{n that the flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake was by order of the sacl James Barron,struck 
to the said ship Leopard, at a time when the mam 
deck battery of the said frigate Chesapeake was in 
a situation which would have enabled the return of 
a broadside in a very short time.” 

5th. “tn thatthe flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
peake was by order of the said James Barron struck 
to the said ship Leopard, without the said James 
Barron’s having consulted any of his officers, as to 
whether the flag ought to be struck or not.” 

6th. “In that the flag of the said frigate Chesa- 
perke was by order of the said James Barron struck 
to the said ship Leopard, before a single gun of any 
kind was fired from the said frigate Chesapeake.” 

In deciding upon this charge the court will make 
the following statements: im 

Ist. It appears tothe court, that the said ship 
Leopard did fire upon the said frigate Chesapeake, 
and that her attack was not suitably repelled. ‘The 
court are therefore of opinion that this first speci- 
fication is fully proved. 

2d. Itappears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was, by order of the said 





*In the paper from which we copied, this charge is 
omitted, we believeit to be as follows: 

«For not doing his utmost to take or destroy the 
Leopard, which vessel it was his duty to encoun- 


ae 





6th. it appears to the court, that the flag of the 
said frigate Chesapeake was by order of tie: said 
James larron struck to the said ship Leopard, be- 
fore a single gun of any kind was fired from the 
said frigate Chesapeake. ‘The court are therefore 
of opinion that this sixth and last specification is 
fully proved. 

Although all the specifications annexed to this 
charge (one only excepted) are fully proved, yet 
the court are of opinion that those which are prov- 
ed donot support the charge to which they are 
annexed. he attack of the Leopard was not suita- 
bly repelled by the Chesapeake, because it appears 
tothe court that, circumstanced as the two ships 
then were, boarding the Leopard would have been 
impracticable; and of course no other means of re- 
pelling her attack remained but in the use of the 
Chesapeake’s guns. That all these were loaded, 
and not one of them fired before the flag of the 
Chesapeake was struck isalmost certain. But yet 
it appears to the court, that captain Barron and the 
officers commanding divisions, did every thing 


| which they could do to get them fired, and that the 


colours were not struck until all reasonable hope of 
succeeding in properly repelling the attack in this 
way waslost. The injuries sustained either in the 
Chesapeake or hercrew, did not at that time make 
hersurrender necessary. Capt. Barron might have 
waited until she had received many more and grea- 
ter injuries, had Jost the lives and services of many, 
more of her crew, before he could have been com- 
pelled by these causes to have struck his flag. But 
during this interval of certain injury, he could have 
had no reasonable hope, even after he had sustain- 
ed it, ofdoing any thing to the annoyance of his ad- 
versary.—And in such a situation he stands justified 
in the opinion of the courtin striking his flag without 
consulting his officers, and is a circumstance which 
this court consider of no consequence. Itis not 
the duty of a commander under any circumstances, 
and in the situation in which captain Barron then 
was it would have been highly improper, to con- 
sult his inferior officers as to the propriety of haul- 
ing down hiscolours. It is the opinion of the court 
therefore, that captain James Barron is not guilty 
under this fourth and last charge, “fer not doing his 
utmost to take or destroy the Leopard, which ves- 
sel it was his duty te encounter,” as this charge is 
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‘explained and limited by the specifications annexed 
to it. 

In giving these opinions it will be perceived that 
the court have felt themselves bound to consider 
the several charges preferred as explained and li- | 
mited by the specifications annexed to them re- 
spectively. The opinion of the court, therefore, 
upon those charges of which they have acquitted 
the accused, is to be considered in no other way, 
than that he is not guilty wider these charges as so 
explained and limitec. No transposition of the 
Specifications, or any other modification of the 
charges themselves, would alterthe opinion of the 
court as to the firmness and courage of the accus- 
ed. The evidence upon this head is clear and sa- 
tisfactory. 

The court having agreed in the preceding opi- 
nions, that captain James Barron, although not 
guilty ofthree of the charges pref: rred against him, 
is nevertheless guilty underthat wherein he ts ac- 
cused “for neglecting on the probability ofan en- 
gagement to clear his ship for action,” do further 
agree, that the said capt. James Barron, being guil- 
ty of this charge, falls under part of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the rules and regulations for the govern- 
mentof the navy of the United States, adopted by 
act of the congress of the United States, passed on 
the twenty-third day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred, and entitled «An 
act for the better government ofthe navy of tlie 
United States,” and they do adjudge aud sentence 
the said captain James Barron to be suspended from 
all command in the navy of the United States, and 
this without pay or official emoluments, of any 
kind, for the period and terin of five years from this 
eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eight. 

JOHN RODGERS, 
WM. BAINBRIDGE, 
HUG?! G. CAMPBELL, 
STEPHEN DECATUR, jun. 
JOHN SHAW, 

JOHN SMITH, 

D. PORIER, 

JOS, TARBELL, 

J. JONES, 

JAS. LAWRENCE, 
CHARLES LUDLOW, 

Lrrtn. W. Tazewet1, judge advocate. 

The above sentence was coufirmed by the pre- 
zident of the United states. 








Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
London dates of March 13. 

The elections for members of pariiament were 
going on briskly. Sir F. Burdett and M. Hobliouse 
are elected from Westmiister. Cobbett was muak- 
ing an attempt to be clected from Coventry, but! 
was .na ‘miserable minority” on the 4th day. At 
Carlisle, the military had been called into protect 
the ministerial candidates trom the fury of the «radi- 
cals.” 

Several of the European courts have gone into 
mourning for six weeks, on account of the de- 
cease of George the 3d. 
iwo or three other persons, supposed to have 
been concerned in the Jate conspiracy, have been 
arrested. 

The state of Ireland becomes more and more a- 
larming —5000 additional troops were marching for 
Galway; the whole county of Clare was under pro. 


— 





Clamation. The ribandmen are in military array, 


and nigitly swear in new associates., They have 
had some rencontres with the troops, in all which 
they have been worsted. 

The highlanders, in Ross-shire, are ina state of 
insurrection, The sheriff deputy of the county 
says it will require 500 men more, and 3 pieces of 
cannon, to quell the commotion. At Glasgow, also, 
there had been some atrocious attacks upon the 
working people, at certain manufactories, ‘he ri- 
oters appear to be pretty well armed with mus- 
kets and pikes. ‘they do not seem to have any 
political object. At Colerain, a sheriff, with 50 
special constables and a party of militia, went to warn 
the tenants to leave some farms in the neighbor. 
lhood—the people were driven to madness at being 
forcibly dispvssessed of their homes, and resisted 
a fight ensued; 10 of the sheriff’s party were wound. 
ed and he was compelled to retire, : 

To be in possession of a gun, except the posses- 
sor is a known loyalist, subjects a man to the 
suspicion of being a traitor in England! 

Mr. Cobbett has addressed circulars to seventy 
persons, soliciting each of them to give him ten 
pounds, to support his election at Coventry; say- 
ing, he can do great things if made a member of 
parhament! 

The new king had been restored to his, usual 
health. <A proposition was said to be before the 
cabinet for setthng on George IV. the hereditary 
revenues of the crown, with the droits, exceeding, 
1,600,000/ sierling, or upwards of six millions, of 
dolars! ‘(his is a neat little sum to pay for the ho- 
nor of having a king! 

Benjamin West, Esq. thé most distinguished his- 
torical painter of the age, died at London on the 
10th of March, in the 82nd year of hisage. He 
was a nati e of Pennsyivania, and though se long 
absent, always had imuch affection for his native 
land. 

FIANCE. 

i¢ has been announced in the chamber of depu- 
ties,that France hiss her “radicals,” and that in some 
of the departments the “most execrable jey’” 
prevailed, when the assassination of the duke of 
Berri was known. 

In the chamber of peers, a petition was read 
from the mayor of Bezicres, praying the chamber 
to address the king, that he might induce his bro- 
ther, the count d’Artois, to form a matrimonial al- 
liance, in the hope of giving heirs in the direct 
line to the house of Bourbon! 

A private letter says -The_ assassin Louvel is 
compietely cased im iron; he is fastened by the legs, 
thighs, body, elbows and wrists, with an iron cols 
lar or gag, that completely prevents bim from mov- 
ing his head torward. He is chained to a wall by 
iron bolts and locks, and only permitted to sleepa 
few moments at a time, so as just enough to pree 
vent nature from expiring! 

‘the Moniteur contains a roval ordonnance call- 
ing out 40,000 men, from the class of 1819. 

Agriculture. ‘She Noniteur contains avery long 
report by Decaze, which is published, as having 
been approved of by the king, on the state of agri- 
culture in France. It appears from this document, 
that the fostering care of the government is steadi- 
ly, and in most instances successfully, exercised 
in promoting every branch of cultivation adapted 
tothe French soil and climate. One branch, that 
of the culture of the beet reot, which it was sup- 
posed would have languished on the restevation of 
the sugar colonies, is stated to be gradually but 
firmly extercaing itself, and its encouragement ie re- 
commended to the government, among other con- 
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niderations, onthe special ground on which it was 
originally introduced, that of rendering France in- 
tlependent of torejgn supplies of sugar ia a period 
of war. Lt is affirmed, that those who manufacture 
sugar from bcet-root raised on their own farms, re- 
alizs « profit of 25 per cent; and upon the sapposi- 
tion that a quantity were raised adequate to supply 
the total consumption of sugar in France, it is said 
thatihe refuse of the beet root would of itself suf- 
tice to fatten for the market annually 120,000 head 
ofcattle. here are now about 20 bect-root sugar 
yefineries in full activity. 
SPAIN, 

It appears that all the North Americans captured 
onboard of patriot privateers, and confined in 
pany have been set at hberty, in cousequence of 
the general amnesty proclaimed by the king. Some 
of them have been dungeoned more than three 
years. 

‘vom the Franklin Gaze'te.--Extract of a letter 
to the editors, cated Madrid, March 7.—*I send 
vou at hazard, by way of Gibraliar, a gazette ex- 
traoramary, published this afternoon by this go 
vernment, the determination to call the cortes has 
been produced by she revolution in Gallicia, the 
cisturbances 19 Murcia, and other movements, <A 
part of the army at Ocona have sworn to the con- 
putution. The regiment, Imperial Alexander, com- 
tnanded by lécanuder O' Donie!, is a part of the 
force, and the count 42 %sba/ left Madrid on Thurs- 
day night, secretly, to join them, Last night the 
patroles of the city and the guards at the palace 
were doubled. ‘The infante Don Carlos, and some 
wi the heads of the government, attended by 800 
yen, were stationed in the Plaza Major, and all the 
csposable force of the king have slept upon their 
srs, The cause of these precautions was the be- 
lief that the stone of the constitution was to be 
saised during the night, or early this morning. Tlie 
government was informed by a lapidary, that he 
siad prepared a stone by the directions of some 
give or six unknown persons, who compelled hiin, 
ufter it was made, to mscribe upon it some appro- 
priate words. The persons, after the work was ex- 
ecuted, paid for it and carried it away. Diligent 
search has been made to discover them, but with- 

put effect. 

We are in the midst of affairs here, and expect 
tosee or hear something ina short time interesting, 
if mot terrible. he opinton prevails that the king 
ynust subscribe the constitution of 1812. Nothing 
short of that will satisfy the mass of the ariay aid 
gf the nation.” 

Gazette Ex raordinary of Madrid, March 9, 1820, 

Don Ferdinand VII. king, by the grace of God 
and the constitution of the Spanish monarchy, has 
published the following decree: 

Having, in my decree of the 7th inst. stated my 
<!ctermination to swear to the constitytion promul- 
gated in Cadiz by the general. and extraordinary 
vortes in the year 1812, IL have just swornto the same 
in a provisional junta, composed of persons posses- 
sing the confidence of the city, until, in the gortes 
which 1! have made arrangements for assembling 
svith reference to the said constitution, the same 
path may be solemnly repeated, in the manner 
which that body may deem proper. ‘The indivi- 


‘duals composing this junta, are the reverend father 


jn Christ, cardinal de Bourbon, Archbishop of Tole- 
slo, president; heutenant general Ballesteros, vice 

resident; the reverend bishop of Valadolid; Don 
apm Lardizabal; Don Mateo Valdemvros; Don 
Wincente Sancho, colonel of engineers; count Ta- 
bvado; D, Francisco Crespo de Tejada; D. Burnar- 


joined them. 


a ES Ste 
do Tarrius; and don Ignacio Pezuella. All acts 
done by government will be in result of consulta- 
tion with this yuntg, and will be published with its 
consent, Let the same be made known and every 
where promptly and immediately published through- 
out the whole kingdom. Signed and eertified at 
the palace, the 9th March, 1820. 
Joseph Garcia dela Torre. 

The following order has been transmitted to the 
captain generals of the respective provinces: 

The secretary of state has transmitted me the 
following order of the date of this day; His majes- 
ty has determined immediately to set at liberty all 
persons imprisoned, or detained, on account of their 
political opinions, in whatsoever part of the king- 
dom they may now be; they are at liberty to return 
to their homes, as also those who, forthe same cause, 
may be at present out of the kingdom. Let this 
determination be made known to all the captain 
generals. Ail which] transmit to your excellency 
fo. your governance, and witha view to its publica- 
tion und execution. God preserve your excellency 
many years. 

Madrid, March 8, 1820. 

GERMANY. 

Frankfort, ( Oder, ) Feb. 24. The grand duke of 
Mechlenberg, and the duke of Mechlenberg Stre- 
litz, have proclaimed the suppression of personal 
servitude, The 6th of January the same benefit 
was granted to the peasants of the Island of Oescel. 
The ceremony of emancipation was preceded by 
divine service; all the constituted authorities were 
joined to the deputies of the peasants. The mar- 
shal of the province delivered a discourse, in which 
we remarked the following passage: “All meu are 
born tree, the laws alone can restrain the use of 
their liberty, arbitrary power must disappear, and 
in future it will be no merit not to have been a ty- 
rant. 

‘‘This is the wish of Alexander, ne grand duke ] 
our well beloved sovereign; this is demanded by the 
spirit of the age, that all powerful voice, which al- 
ways makes itself heard. Vhe day has arrived, 
when servitude is to be forever abolished, and 
when the first rights of humanity are to be ren- 
dered to the men whose labor and sweat procure 
for us the first necessaries of life.” 

WEST INDIES. 

The news of the revolution in Spain was receiv- 
ed with rapture in Cuba, Allthe bells were sct to 
ringing at Havana—the people filled the streets 
shouting “viva la constitution,” and the soldiers 
The governor and his aids mixed 
with the crowd, and were almost crushed to death, 
says the account, by the pressure of the populace 
about them. Pipes of wine, and other good things 
were freely distributed to the soldiers and the peo- 
ple, and a general jubilee was observed. 

It appears that the governor at first hesitated— 
but the soldiers drew up in the public square and 
compelled him ta proclaim the constitution, to 
which he took the aath. He was president of the 
court martial that sentenced gen. Lacey to death, for 
no other cri ne than that af being attached to the 
constitution. 

By the late change in Spain, our fears of the 
transfer of this invaluable island are allayed. The 
cortes will not surrender its sovereignty; and, with 
the present disposition of its inhabitants, the na, 
ture of their climate and means of defence, it will 
not be an easy matter to take it by force. 

Mr. Armand, the director of the theatre at Trimy 
dad, has beendeprived of his license for ten days, 





by the board of cabildo of that island, and sentenced 









‘ 














NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 6, 1820—CONGRESS. oh 
a a fine of fifty dollars, for having inserted in his bill,) have leave to sit this day during the sitting 


play-biils that a place in the theatre was provided 
for the reception of slaves.—Antigua Register. 
SOUTH AMERICA, 

The Norfolk Herald says—We have received 
information, the authenticity of which cannot be 
questioned, that “the provisional government of the 
constitutionalists, at Islu, (the head quarters, ) have 
in their Guzette, formally acknowledged the indepen- 
dence of South America.” 


CONGRESS. 
1N SENATE. 
* April 28. Mr. Roberts presented to the senate 
the memorial of the chamber of commerce of the 
city of Philadelphia, against an increase of the du- 
ties on imports, as proposed by the bil] before con- 
gress; which was read and ordered to be printed. 

The bill authorising an allowance to J. B. ‘Tim- 
berlake, a purser in the navy, for losses sustained 
by him, by the desertion of some of the crew of 
the frigate United States, was taken up; and, af- 
tera discussion of the circumstances and merits of 
the case, which continued more than an hour, the 
question was taken on ordering the bill to a third 
reading and negatived. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill concerning the banks of the District of 
Columbia, being the substitute adopted by the se- 
nate for the bill from the other house, was read 
the third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, Elliot, Gaillard, 
Horsey, Johnson, of Lou. King, of Alabama, King, 
of N. Y. Lanman, Leake, Lloyd, Otis, Pleasants, 
Smith, Stokes, Thomas, Walker, of Alabama, Wal- 
ker, of Geo, Wilson.—19. 

Nars-—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, John- 
son, of Ken. Lowrie, Macon, Mellen, Morril, Noble, 
Palmer, Parrott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanferd, Trim- 
ble, Van Dyke,—-16, 

And the amendment was sent to the other house 
for concurrence. 

The rest of this day was chiefly spent on private 
claims and bills, , 

May 1. Mr. Pleasants submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary of the navy, with 
the assistance of the commi$sioners of the navy 
board, be requested to cause te be revised the 
rules, regulations, and instructions forthe naval 
service, prepared and reported under the authori- 
ty ofan act of congress of the 7th of February, 1815, 
and that the same be reported to the senate during 
the first week of the next session, in order that le- 
gal provision maybe made for carrying into effect 
such of them as may be considered necessary, and 
which have been found to be at variance with ex- 
isting laws. [Agreed to, next day.] 

The bill to regulate the duties on imports, and 
for other purposes, was received from the house of 
representatives, and twice read by general consent; 
and, after some conversation as to the disposition 
of the bill, it was referred to the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures. 

Several private bills were considered and passed, 
or otherwise disposed of. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, (which occupied them a great 
part of the day.) After winch 

The senate adjonrned. 

May 32. On motion of Mr. Dickerson, it was or- 
dered thyt the committee of commerce and manu- 








of the senate. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, laid upon the table the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. stesolved, That the secretary of war cause to 
be prepared and laid before the senate, at the com- 
mencement of the next session of congress, a plan 
for employing the army in making a minute and ac- 
curate survey of the inland frontier of the United 
States, together with an estimate of the additional 
expense which may be ainually required for that 
object. 

2. Resolved, That the secretary of the navy cause 
to be prepared and laid before the senate, at the 
commencement of the next session of congress, a 
pian for employing the navy in completing a mi- 
nute and accurate survey of the coast of the Unit- 
ed States, together with an estimate of the addi- 
tional expenses which may be annually required 
for that object. 

3. Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury 
cause to be prepared and laid before the senate, at 
the commencement of the next session of congress, 
a statement of the money which has been annually 
appropriated and paid, since the year 1775, for 
surveying the sea coast, bays, inlets, harbors and 
shoals, and for erecting, supplying and keeping 
in repair, light-houses, beacons and baoys, and for 
the purchase of the ground upon which the same 
may have been erected. 

Mr. Roberts presented the memorial of sundry 
merchants of Philadelphia, against an increase of 
the duties on imports. 

The bill from the other house, to “prevent the 
commanders and other officers in the naval service 
of the United States, from acccpting of any pre- 
sent, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any 
king, prince, or foreign state, and for other pur- 
poses,” was twice read by general consent, and re- 
ferredto the naval committee. : 

After attending to several other private bills— 

The bill for the relief of Louis Joseph de Beau- 
lieu’ (a captain in Pulaski’s legion in the revolu- 
tionary war, praying to be placed on the pension, list 
under the act of March, 1818) was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole. The bill was so amended as 
to require the petitioner to relinquish ‘any other 
pension which he may now receive-from the United 
States; and, 

On the question of ordering the bill to a third 
reading, it was decided in the negative, by yeas 
sw pays—ayes 15, noes 17; so the bill was rejected; 
and, | 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. | 

May 3. Various reports were received—among - 
which, Mr, King, of N. Y. from the committee on 
roads and canals, reported a bill to lay out the route 
and prepare the plan of a canal, estimates of ex- 
pense, &c. from Lake Erie to the navigable waters 
of the Ohio, (from the waters of Sandusky to those 
of Scioto;) which bill was twice read by genera] 
consent, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Lisyd, the senate took up the 
bill for the relief of the widow of John Heaps, (the 
mail carrier, who was recently murdered,) and it 
was ordered toa third reading, nem. con. 

The senate next proceeded to the consideration 
ofthe report of the committee on roads and canals, 
on the bill concerning the road from Wheeling to 
the Mississippi, and canals from the Chesapeake 
to the Delaware, and from the Rariton to the De- 
laware. [The report separates the two objects, 





factures, (to which had been referred the tariff 


and brings them before the senate in distinct bills.} 
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Considerable debate arose—finally, a motion was 
made to postpone tiie bill to the Ist of April next, 
(to destroy it) négatived, as follows: 

YFAS.— Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, Gaillard, King, 
of Alabama, Leake, Macon, Otis, Pleasants, Smith, 
int of Alabama, and Williams, of Tennessee 
—i1. 

NAYS -Messrs. Burritl, Dana, Dickerson, Ed- 
wards, Elliot, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Ken 
tucky, King, of New York, Lanman, Lioyd, Lowrie, 
Noble Paimer, Parroit, Roberts, Ruggles, Santord, 
Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, lichenor, irimble, Van 
Dyke, Waiker, of Georgia, Williams, of Mississip- 
pi, and Wilson.—27. 

It was ordered to be engrossed fora third read- 
ing. 

Mr Dickerson, fromthe committee of commerce 
and manufactures to which, iiad been referred: the 
bili from the house of representatives to regulate 
the duti¢s on imports, reported the same with sun- 
dry amend nents. 

The senate agreed to the resolution of the housa, 
fixing the 15th of the present month as the day for 
the adjournment of the session 

The senate resumrd the consideration of the bill 
concerning invalid pensioners, and the bill was, 
without further debate, on ithe motion of Mr. Fo- 
derts, postponed indefinitely, and of course rejected. 

The senate took up the bill trom the other house 
in addition to the act providing for the publication 
(in newspapers) of the laws of the United States — 
to which bill the judiciary committee of the se- 
nate, to which it had been referred, reported an 
amendment, (to leave tiie number of papers in 
each state to be sclected for publishing tie laws, 
the same as at present, (three,) and providing 
that private and local acts, and [ndian treaties, shal! 
not hereafter be published in the newspapers, ex- 
cepting treaties,so far as to have them published in 
the states more immediately concerned.) 

After discussion, the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

Mauch ether business was transacted, which will 
appear hereafter, if finally acted upon—but nothing 
imporiant occurred. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, April 28. Mr. Newton, froin the commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported, without amendment, 
the billfrom the senate to grant certain privileges 
to the Ocean steamship company of New York, and 
the bill, after some explanation of its object, by Mr. 
WVowion, was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Archer, of Maryland, submitted the following 
améndment to the rules of the house, which lies on 
the table one day ofcourse. 

“Evers discussion on any bill, motion, or resolu- 
tion, shall terminate in five days after it shall have 
commenced. 

«No member shall speak upon any question lon- 
ger than an hour at one time.” 

Mr. Butler, of New Hampshire, submitted the 
following resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of manufactures be 
instructed to prepare and report a biil laying a du 
ty of —cents on all spirituous liquors distilled from 
grain and other domestic materials, _ 

Yhe question being taken whether the house 
would now consider the resohition, it was decided 
in the negative -aycs 58, noes 66. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Groeme Neith 
Spence, late a purser in the navy, (allowing him 
certain discount, paid by him during the late war, 





ment,) was read the third time, and after some de 
bate on the merits of the bill,in which Mr. AL’ Gor 
opposed, and Mr. Livermore advocated its passage, 
the bili was passed. Ayes 67, noes 55, and was sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then took up the bill to regulate the 
duties on imports, and the amendments reported 
thereto by the committee of the whole house; “fr. 
Hardin's motion to postpone the bill indefinitely 
being under consideration. 

f Mr. Hardin spoke two hours, and Mr. Lowndes 
three hours, against the bill—air. .W’ Lune, of Del. 
spoke two hours, and Mr. Baldwin half an hour in 
support of it. Messrs. Silsbee and Simpkins also 
took some partin the debate, Mr. Parker, cailec for 
the previous question, but it was not sustained. At 
6 o’clock in the evening a motion to postpone the 
bill to the next session was negatived—for it 79, 
against it92. The amendments agreed to in com- 
mittee of the whole were then concurred in by the 
house. Several proposed amendments were offer- 
ed—one only prevailed, toreduce the duty on salt 
from 25 to 20 cents, per bushel. The previous 
gues:ton was called for and sustained, 82 to 62; 
and— 

The previous question, “shall the main question 
be now put?” was stated accordingly, and was de- 
cided, by yeas and nays, in the ailirmative—ayes 92, 
noes 71. 

The question was then at length taken on order- 
ing the billto be ec grossed and read a third time, 
and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays; 
yeas 90, nays 69. 

[Considering this as by far the most important 
vote that has been taken in the house of represen- 
tativesthe presents: ssion, except those on the Mis- 
souri question, we have given ourselves the trou- 
ble to make the following exhibit of it, for more 
easy reference. Ep. Ree. 


FOR THE BILL. 

From  Massachusetts—viessrs. Adams, Dowse, 
Folger, Kendall, Kinsley, Mason, Morton, Parker, 
Sampson, Shaw—10. 

Rhode Island Messrs Eddy, Hazard—2. 

Connecticut —“essrs Edwards, Moseley, Phelps, 
Russ, Stevens, Tomlinson—6, 

Vermont—— Vir. Rich--1. 

New York—Messrs Allen, Baker, Case, Clark, De 
Witt, Fay, Ford, Gross, Guyon, Hinkley, Hall, Ly- 
man, Meigs, Monell, Pitcher, Richmond, Storrs, 
Street, Strong, Taylor, Tompkins, Tracey, Van 
Rensellaer, Wendover, Wood—25. 

New Jersey—Messrs Bateman, Bloomfield, Kin. 
sey, Linn, Smith, Southard —6, 

Pennsylvania Messrs Baldwin, Boden, Darling- 
ton, Dennison, Edwards, Forrest, Gross, Hemphill, 
Hibshman, Hiester, Hostetter, Maclay, Marchand, 
R. S. Moore, Murray, Patterson, Philson, Rodgers, 
Sergeant, Tarr, Wallace—22. 

Deluware, Messrs Hall, McLane—2, 

Maryland—Mr. Little—-1. 

Virzinia—Mr. Newton—1. 

North Carolina—Mr. Sawyer—1. 

South Carolina—Mr. Ervin—1. 

Kentucky—Messrs Brown, McLane, 
Trimble—4. 

Ohio—Messrs Reecher, Brush, Campbell, Her- 
rick, Ross, Sloan—6, 

Indiana—Mr. Hendricks—1. 

Lilinois—Mr. Cook—1. 


AGAINST THE BILL. 
New Hampshire - Messrs Buffum, Butler, Clag- 


Metcalf, 





in passing off treasury notes received from govern- | 


gett, Livermore, Plumer—5. 
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Massachusetts —Messrs 
Nelson, Silsbee, Whitman ~ 6. 

Conneca- ut—Mr. Foot—1. 

Vermont—‘essrs Crafts, Mallary—2. 

Pennsylvaniua—*ir. Fujlerton—t, 

Muryland—Messrs Archer, Bayly, Culbreth, 


ee A a ——— 


_ Kent, Neale---5. 


Virginia—Messrs Alexander, Archer, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Burwell, ¥loyd, Johnson, McCoy, Mercer, 
Parker, B. Smith, Swearingen, Tyler, Tucker, 
Williams—15. 

North Carolina—Messrs Burton, Culpepper, Da- 
vidson, Edwards, Fisher, Hall, Hooks, Settle, Slo. 
cumb, Smith, Williams—11. - 

South Carolina—Messrs Earle, Lowndes, Mc 
Creery, Overstreet, Simpkins, Tucker---6. 

Georgia—Messrs Cobb, Crawford, Cuthbert, 
Reed, ternil—5. 

Kensucky—Messrs Anderson, Hardin, Robert- 
son~—s3. 

Tennessee—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Cannon, Cocke, 
Jones, Rhea---6. 

Louisiana—Mr. Butler --1. 

Mississippi—adr. Rankin-- 1. 

Alabamu—Mr, Crowell---1. 

ABSENT ON THE VOTE, 

New, Hampshire—Mr. Cpham—t}. 

Massachuse:tts—Messrs Allen, Fuller, Lathrop, 
Lincoln—4. 

Vermont—Messrs Meech, Richards, Strong—3. 

New York—Messrs Dickerson, Peck---2. 

Maryland-—Messrs S. Smith, Ringgold, War- 
field-..3, 

Virginia—Messrs Garnett, Jones, Nelson, Pindall, 
Randolph, Smyth, Strother—7. 

North Carolina—Messrs Walker---1. 

South Carolina—Messrs Brevard, Pi nckney-+-2. 

Georzgia—Mr. Abbot---i. 

Kentucky—Messrs Quarles, (resigned), Walker, 
(dec.)—2. 

Saturday, April, 29. Mr. Williams, of N.C. rose, 
and said he should take the liberty to submit te the 
house several propositions growing‘out of the vote 
Jast evening, on the tariff bill. If that bill passed 
into a law, of which he thought there was little 


doubt, since the vote had been taken, a radical, ay 


total change would be effected in the system of po- 
licy heretofore pursued. It appears to me, sit, 
that we have been happy, that we have flourished, 
ina pre-eminent degree, under the operations of 
the system so much reprobated by the friends of 
the new tariff. In lieu of a tax on consumptions, 
we must, it seems, now resort to a system of internal 
taxation. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, ( Mr. 
Baldwin, ) under whose auspices this bill was usher- 
ed into the house, and carried through with a tri- 
umphant majority, had always been favorable, if he 
was not mistaken, to a system of internal taxation. 


Cushman, Hill, Holmes, quate, Mr. W. denied the propriety or policy of 


such a remedy as that gentleman proposed. Sif, 
suid he; what is the real cause of the deficit in the 
revenue? ts the deficiency owing to any fault in 
the system itself, or does it proeeed from the enor- 
mous expenditures of money? I say it boldly, and 
without fear of contradiction, that the beggared. 
| condition of the treasury arises from the improper 
expenditures of money, and not from any fault in 
the revenue system. The friends of the present 
revenue system have not been disappointed. It 
has produced all the good they expected would 
result from it at the time it was adopted. Bui, sir, 
many heavy expenditures have since been autho- 
rized, and which were not contemp!sted at the pe- 
riod the system was adopted. ‘This is the real 
cause of the insufficiency of funds in the treasury. 

No doubt a portion, and perhaps a serious por- 
tion too, of the failure arises from the present de- 
ranged state of the circulating medium; but this 
is no fault of the system; and notwithstanding all 
these embarrassments, it would have answered evée- 
ry purpose, provided the expenditures had not been 
unreasonable and improper. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, however, had uniformly opposed, 
Mr. W. said, every effort to retrench, to economize 
and to save the public money. So far, then, asthe 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was concerned, the 
deficiency of revenue had been owing more to the 
course of policy pursued by htm in this house, than 
to any defect in the system. The svstem, Mr. 
W. repeated, had not failed; it had answered 
every purpose contemplated by its friends at the 
period of its adoption. But the congress of the 
United States had failed, if there was fuilure any 
where. They had authorised excessive expendi- 
tures, not contemplated: Had the army been re- 
duced, as often proposed in this house, there would 
not now bea deficiency of money in the treasury:. 
Butthe gentleman from Pennsylvania had opposed, 
at all times, any reduction of the military estab- 
lishment. Not only so, but the gentleman had op- 
posed every attempt to rec:ice the expenditures ap- 
pertaining tothe army. Even the Yellow Stone 
expedition, condemned by the deliberate judg- 
ment of this house, aswot only useless and expen- 
rsive, but dangerous, the gentleman supported by 
his vote. ‘ 

Mr. W. said it was a source of some little conso- 
lation at least, that, if the tariff bill went into opes 
ration, the army would be reduced as a matter of 
course. It would inthat state of things, be less ne- 
cessary than it had been, and its most determined 
advocatesin this house would not any longer beable 
to stistainit. In any difficulties we might calculate 
on with Spain, there appeared to be no occasion 
for the army in its present size. But thinking the 
reduction of the army would ensue, as a matter of 





That gentleman voted against the repeal of the; course, upon the passage of the tariff bill, he should 
internal duties, when a longer continuance of them) not now sav any thing more on the subject; nor 
was manifestly unnecessary, and when the presi-; had he provided any resolution specifically for that 
dent had recommended their abolition. But, with-| object. Vhe next branch of public expenditure 


out the former votes of the gentleman, the whole 
of his present project is evidence tmequivocal to 
my mind, that he wishes to re-establish a system of 
internaL taxation. 


The gentleman had distinctly said, that the sys-, 


tem of revenue which was now in operation, had 
been tried; that it had failed; and that we must 
change it. Mr. W. said, he was not disposed to 
think or to act with the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania; that he denied to the gentleman the force of 
his argument, founded upon the inadequacy of our 
present system. But, admitting it to be inade- 


}rendered wholly unnecessary, if the hill should 
| pass, was the appropriation for the gradual in- 
| crease of the navy. 


Sir, itis proposed that we adopt a Chinese poli- 
cy; that we shall always stay at home, and never go 
abroad. Of what use, then, can be vour navy? 
The navy was created to defend your maritime 
and commercial rights. If you have no commerce 
of what use can be your navy, to defend the very 
rights which you have declared you will not exer- 
cise? Mr. W. said he would never agree to tax his 
constituents, in the first place, to support manufic- 
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turing establishments; and thea to support an army 
anda navy, rendered wholly useless und unneces- 
sary by the policy proposed to be pursued. 
Mr. W. said, fur-her, that, when the commercial 
interest suffers; when their rights are invaded, pe- 
titions flow in upon us; are referred to the com- 
mittee on commerce, and, by that committee, are 
duiy considered. If any law is necessary to pro- 
vide for the commercial interests, the committee 
report a bill, and it is passed into alaw. Thus, 
the commercial interest is guarded and defended. 
At this session we have, also, a distinct committee 
on manufactures. The mass of petitions and docu- 
ments lari on our tables; and, above all, the bills 
reported by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, tend 
to shew the great vigilance with which the manu- 
facturing interestis guarded. Gentlemen say that 
there are, in this country, three iiterests, the agri- 
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing. And how 
happens it, sit, that the agricultural, the great lead- 
ing.and substantial interest in this country, has no 
distinct committee; no organized tribunal in this 
house, to hear and determine on their grievances? 
if the commercial or manufacturing interests are 
affected, the cry resounds throughout the country; 
remonstrances flow in upon us; they are referred 
to committees appointed for the purpose of euard- 
ing them, and adequate remedies are provided. 
But, sir, when agriculture is oppressed and imakes 
complaint, what tribunal is in this house, to hear 
and determine on the grievance? : 

Now, I suppose agricultural petitions could not 

be referred to the committee on mannfactures! The 
policy pursued by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, who is at the head of that committee, shews you 
that agriculture can get nothing from manufac- 
tures. Let us then have a distinct and separate 
committee on agriculture, to hear and determine 
on the grievances of which that interest may com- 
plain. Sir, I wish to hear the agricultural voice of 
the country; let the farmers and planters speak. 
"They constitiute an interest which to all other in- 
terests, is as 10 to 1, 20 tol, or 100to1l. hey 
are patient and long suffering, they will beara great 
deal without murmur or complaint. But there is 
2 point beyond which they cannot bear. Peyond 
that point I fear we are about to go. For the pur- 
pose therefore of having some tribunal before whom 
the agricultural interest may appear, I shall submit 
u resolution to establish a committee on that sub- 
ject. Yheyare the majority, they have a right not 
only to be heard, but to control. Oppress them 
only a little longer, and they will rise inthe majesty 
of their strength; they must and will demand suita- 
ble relief. Mr. W. concluded by offering the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were read. 
! * Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill, repealing any law or 
laws, making appropriations for the increase of the 
navy of the United States. 

Resolved, That the eommittee of ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill, calling home the 

uadron, in the Mediterranean sea. 

Mr. Williams submitted, also, the following reso- 
lution to amend the rules; which lies on the table 
one day of course: 

Resolved, ‘That an additional standing committee 
be appointed, to be denominated “The committee on 
agriculture.” 

Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, rose and said he was glad 
tosee the course taken by his friend from North 
Carolina. His intention was to offer another re- 
solution, pressing the same object still farther, Mr. 


— a 


tariff passed, froin the effects he believed it wouid 
produce upon the country, that it would cause a 
radical change in all lis opinions, as it regarded the 
army and navy of the United States, He felt it due 
to hims: If to say, that heretofore he had been 
freindly to the army and navy; but would rather 
dispense with-both than oppress the country with 
a system of excise andtaxes. He knew there was, 
some tme ago, a political party in the United 
States, who thought that method most wise and 
best, ofsupporting the government, which looked 
to direct taxes; but he was not one of that number; 
his antipathy to that system was still the same. ‘The 
motion, therefore, which he was about to submit, 
proceeded from a strong conviction, that, unless 
we reduced our expenditures in this way, this op- 
pressive and ruinous system, which we are threat- 
ened with, must very shortly be brought into ope- 
ration, which will require at least eight or ten mil- 
lions annually of direct tax a sum which the com- 
munity, in times of greater: prosperity, could not 
bear, and, in these times of difficulty and distress, 
cannot be paid, unless by a sacrifice of property, 
perhaps at lessthan a fifth of its value. 

“ir. F. believed the revenues of the country would, 
for several years, be less and less; that each year 
would show a s‘ill greater deficit, until the trade of 
the world settled down to the proper point, which 
the wants and situation of all would ultimately de- 
termine. Whilst a navy could be of no use tous, hav- 
ing no commerce to protect, as we were about to 
becomea nation of weavers, he could not.think it 
necessary to retain that which formed solarge a 
partof our expenditures. Afew small vessels, to 
protect our coasting trade, whilst they took their 
manufactures to the south, and returned with car- 
goes of cotton, might be useful; more was unneces- 
sary and burthensome, and must in a short time 
decay, and with the tonnage of the country, disap- 
pear. 

fhe army, Mr. F. said, which likewise formed se 
large a portion of our expenses, could with much 
propriety be dispensed with. A few, very few, 
were necessary to take care of the fortifications 
which might be now finished, or which, by existing 
contracts or appropriations, may soonbe so. The 
defence of every country, Mr. F, said, depended 
upon the security of a few important peints, leav- 
ing the intermediate parts ta be protected by movee 
mengs from these points; though now, he believed, 
theterwould be still less cause to apprehend any 
thing from contact with other nations, as we were 
about to become manufacturers, 

Mr. F. said, he did not see the necessity of an 
excise and direct taxes at the present time, particu- 
larly as the friends of the present measure seemed 
disposed to adopt the Chinese policy; an army and 
navy, under such ci:cumstances, could only serve to 
remind us of what we once were. If there was war, 
or any necessity of the country, not resulting from 
a measure of our own, at this time, knowing it ta 
lead directly to a system of internal taxation, he 
would vote fora tax ashigh as any gentleman 
would desire, but, when na necessity, in his opinion 
did exist, he was averse to any thing of the sort, 
The particular distresses of the country, instead of 
prompting to impositions upon the people, requir- 
ed in his opinion, great care and economy in the 
management of affairs, to avoid the necessity for 
any newdemands. He could not see the wonderful 


benefits which were to result to this people, from 


this government, when they were made to feel 
heavy burthens to support an army and navy, which 











could have ne other employment than protecting 

















the weavers. ‘his country, said Mr. F. is unlike 
any other; all local expenditures are made by the 
states; the general guverament can have no sub- 
ject of expense, but such as is truly national; an ar- 
my, a navy, the civil list; the commerce of the coun- 
try in time of peace, ought, if possible, to pay that 
expense, and not harags the citizen with two sys- 
tems of taxation. If things were permitted to re- 
main, the revenue of the country, with proper eco- 
nomy, would be, as it ought to be, equal to all the 
demands upon the treasury. Mr. F. repeated, that 
in offering this resolution, he had no feelings hos- 
tile to the army or navy,ebut was actuated by a de- 
sire alone to reduce the expenditures of the nation, 
that if possible the heavy taxes with which we were 
threatened, by the friends of the tariff, might be 
avoided. He said, he had still a hope, that this bill, 
fraught with evil, which he conceived it to be, 
which he saw would inevitably pass this house, 
would be arrested elsewhere. Mr. F. then sub- 
mitted the following resolution, which was, on his 
motion, laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to reporta bill, reducing the army of 
the United States to six thousand men, to consist of 
adue proportion of infantry, artillery, and rifie- 
men. 

The bill concerning the District banks, as amend- 
ed by the senate, was agreed to, _ ay 

The bill from the senate granting certain privi- 
leges to the Ocean steam boat company of New 
York, was recommitted. 

The engrossed bill to regulate the duties on im- 
ports and tonnage, was read the third time. 

Mr. Baldwin, remarked, that it would be recol- 
lected the bounty on pickled fish exported had 
been increased in committee of the whole, in con 
sequence of an increase of the duty on imported 
salt—the duty on salt had subsequently been reduc- 
ed, but it had been omitted at the same time to 


-make a corresponding change in the bounty on 


pickled fish. He presumed there could be no ob- 
jection now to make this amendment, and moved 
that the house agree thereto by general consent, 
(by which only an amendment can be made toa 
billin the house, on the third reading.) 

The motion was objected to, and of course fail- 
ed. ¥ 

Mr. Rhea then rose and spoke about an hour 
against the passage ofthe bill. 

Mr. Slocumd, of North Carolina, moved to re- 
commit the bill, with instructions to reduce the 
duty on imported iron in bars, &c. from 125 cents 
to 75 cents. 

This motion produced a debate of considerable 
duration, touching occasionally onthe general me- 
rits of the bill, as well as on the expediency of com- 
mitting the bill for the purpose proposed. 

The motion to recommit the bill was advocated 
by Messrs. Slocumb, Pinckney, Silsbee, Mercer, Nel- 
son, of Mass. Morton. Smith, of N. C. Livermore, 
Floyd, T olmes and Foot, and was opposed by Messrs. 
Kinsey. Smi'h, of Md. Baldwin, Storrs, Sergeant, and 
Gross, of New York. The debate continued until 
about four o’cleck, when it was negatived by yes 
and nays.—Yeas 70, nays 90. 

Mr. Foot, of Connecticut, then moved, that the 
bill be postponed until the first dav of the next 
session, and followed his motion by some general 
remarks against the bill. 

Motion lost—for postponement 78, against it 90. 


The question was then taken on the passage of | 


the bill, and decided in the affirmative by yeas and 
nays as follows: 


* 
4 
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‘For the passage, . 
Against it, 78 


So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for. 
concurrence, 

Mr. Rich made a motionto re-consider the vote 
by whichthe amendment of the senate to the Dis- 
trict banks bill was this morning agreed to; but be- 
fore the question was taken, a motion was made to 
adjourn; and, about 5 o’clock, 

The house adjourned. | 

Monday, May 1, Messrs. Tyler, Upham, Jones, 
of Va. and Barbour obtained leave of absence tor 
the rest of the session. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of sundry 
merchants and traders, residing in various places in 
the interior of the state of New-York and other 
states, praying that a duty not exceeding ten per 
centum may be imposed on all sales at auction, 
which was referred. ; 

Mr. Silsbee, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill to prevent the commanders, and 
other officers in the naval service of the United 
States, from accepting of any present or emolu- 
ment of any kind whatever, from any king, prince 
or foreign state, and for other purposes; which 
was twice read ‘and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Silsbee, from the same committee, also deliv- 
ered in the following report: 

The committee on naval affairs have, according 
to order, had under consideration a resolution di- 
recting an enquiry “into the expediency of so mo- 
difying the act establishing a board of commission- 
ers of the navy, as to make the secretary of the 
navy, fer the time being, the presiding officer of 
that board; and also of so limiting the tenor of com- 
missions of the members thereof, as to secure the 
accumulating experience and talents of our naval 
commanders in that department, by a periodical ro- 
tation in office;” and submit the following report: 
The act entitled “an act to alter and amend the 
several acts for establishing a navy department, by 
adding thereto a board of commissioners,” pro- 
vides that the board so constituted shall bé attach- 
ed to the office of the secretary of the navy, and, un- 
der his euperintendance, shall discharge all the du- 
ties therein specified; and that the record of their 
proceedings shall, at all times, be subject to his 
inspection. 

As it would be often inconvenient, and sometimes 
impracticable, for the secretary of the navy to meet 
the board of commissioners, as their presiding offi- 
cer, without neglecting other and more impertant 
duties, and as the secretary is, by the aforesaid act, 
already vested with.a supervising and controllin 
power of the acts and proceedings of the board of 
commissioners, the committee do not perceive the 
necessity of such a modification of the said act 
as is contemplated by the first inquiry directed 
by the resolution, or that the public service would 
be benefitted thereby. 

The committee are the more disposed to this 
opinion from the consideration that the limits of 
jurisdiction between the secretary and the board 
seem to be perfectly understood by each, and that 
no conflicting claims exist between them on this 
subject.! 

The committee are not advised whether the reso. 
lution contemplates tiie secretary to be a censtitu- 
ent part of the board, and at the same time posses- 
sed of the control and superintendance of its pro- 
ceedings, or merely the presiding officer, with a 
easting vote. Inthe latter case, the benefit to be 





derived frem the superintendanee of one eflicer 



































































Se mney es Ra, aie 


. Selves, and highly beneficial to the public interest. 
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over others, under distinct responsibilities, as well 
as the circumspection naturally resulting from such 
responsibility, would be entirely lost. In the form- 
er case, the commissioners would be little more 
than advisory, and in that proportion, bereft of re- 
sponsibility. : 

In relation to the second enquiry directed by the 
resolution, viz. “of so limiting the tenor of the mem- 
bers of the board of commissioners, as to secure the 
accumulating experience and talents of our naval 
commanders in that department, by a periodical 
rotation in office,” the committee beg leave to re- 
mark, that the duties of the commissioners of the 
navy board are not merely such as appertain to a 
mere naval officer, but extend to other and impor- 
tant subjects, with which such officers cannot be 
supposed to be familiarly acquainted; they relate 
not only to the contracting for, and procurement of, 
all articles necessary for the armament, equipment, 
and provisioning of the public ships, but also to the 
constructing and repairing of those ships, to effec- 
tuate which objects, in the cheapest and best man- 
ner, requiresa full knowledge,not only of the places 
at which materials and every thing needful for 
these purposes, can most advantageously be procur- 
ed, but also with persons in different sections of 
the country, with whom they can, with the great- 
est reliance, make their contracts. ‘he investiga- 
tion of the committee has led them to the conciu- 
sion, that too much time has not yet been allowed 
to the present commissioners, to obtain that intel- 
ligence and experience which is desirable to the 
most advantageous discharge of these duties, and 
to perfect such a system in their department, as 
will unfold to their successors all the advantages of 
their labors, which, in the estimation ofthe com- 
mittee, have been such, as are honorable to them- 


T he committee would only add, thata periodical 
rotation in office, from a given number, would pre- 
clude choice. Such a rotation, instead of “secur- 
ing the accumulating experience and talents of our 
naval commanders,” might possibly endanger the 
board with qualifications opposite from those in- 
tended. 

Under these impressions, the committee are of 
opinion, that, although occasional changes in the 
board of commissioners may, and probably would 
be productive of public benefit, yet that these 
changes.may with safety be left to the discretion 
of the executive; and therefore, that it is inexpedi- 
ent, at this time, to make any modification of the 
act under which the said board of commissioners is 
established. 

And the report was ordered to lie on the table, 

The committee on the resolution from the senate 
for fixing a time for the adjournment of congress, 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, and the house proceeded to consider 
the resolution. After discussion, the motion was 
postponed until Wednesday. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness. The first subject in order, was a motion, 
made on Saturday last, to reconsider the vote where- 
by the amendment of the senate to the District 
bank bill was agreed to. 
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Taylor in the chair, on the bill for regulating the 
mode of collecting duties on imports, and for other 
purposes. | 

The motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill being under consideration— 

Messrs. M’Lean, of Ky. Baldwin and Clay, sup- 
ported—and Messrs. Smith, of *¢«d. Settle, Benton, 
Simkins, Rhea and Hardin, opposed the bill. 

The question was taken on Mr. Si/sbee’s motion 
to strike out the first section, tliat is, to reject the bill, 
and carried, ayes 86, noes 69. 

The guestion was then immediately taken to con- 
cur with the committee in striking out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, and decided as follows, 

For concurrence, 91 
Against it, 55 

Mr. /icmphill, and Mr. Hail, of Del. then obtained 
leave of absence frdém the service of the house. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, May 2. Atter transacting some business 
not necessary to notice just now, 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Taylorin the chair, on the 
bill for laying duties on sales at auction, the bill 
was read through. 

{The substance ofthis bill has already been pub- 
lished in the Recisren. It proposed to levy a duty 
of 10 per cent. on the sales of imported dry goods, 
a small tax on groceries, kc.] 

‘The first section of tie bill being under conside- 
ration— 

Mr. Baldwin, the chairman of the committee of 
manufactures, delivered an exposition of the views 
of the committee in reporting the bill, and the rea- 
sons by which he was induced to urge its passage. 
The‘system of auct’ons he described as a monopo- 
ly in the hands ofa few persons in the large towns, 
and a fair subject for taxation. Txe present ope- 
ration of the sales at auction of foreign merchan- 
dize, he argued, was to dispiace the fair trader, by 
inundating the country with worthless goods at re- 
duced prices; and its effect had been, connected 
with other causes, to throw our commerce into the 
hands of foreigners, and bankrupt the fair Ameri- 
can merchant, at the same time tiat it also destroy- 
ed the occupation of the helpless but industrious 
retailer. In support of his argument, he advanced 
various facts, shewing the great extent fto which 
this auction business is carried on in the country, 
&e. 

A general debate followed. Mr. Storrs was fa- 
vorable to the principle of the bill, but thought that 
auction sales ought not to be wholly interdicted— 
he moved to strike out ten and insert 24 per cent. 
Mr. Smith, of Md. supported the bill, and opposed 
the amendment offered by Mr. Storrs. He enter- 
edina general view of the pernicious effect of 
sales at auction, operating against the regular trade, 
&e. Mr, Sergeant, also opposed the amendment.’ 
Mr. Johnson, of Va. regarded the billasa part of a 
system of measures, commenced by the passage of 
the bill respecting the tariff, which he was opposed 
to. Mr. Tracy opposed the bill generally, and mo- 
ved to strike out the first section. Mr, Silsbee was 
in favor of Mr. Storr’s amendment. Mr. Warjeld, 
spoke against the passage ofthe billin any shape— 























The question for re-consideration was decided in 
the negative, 63 to 54. The question is therefore 
settled in both houses of congress; and the bill, as 
it has passed, and requires only the‘signature of the 
president to become a law, is in the shape in which 
it was put by the senate. 


Cash duties on imports. The house then again re- 


solved itself into a committec ef the whole, Mr. | argued that anticipations of punctuality in the fa’ 


he thought, it would encroach upon the agriculta- 
ral interest of the country. Mr. Ainsey generally 
supported the bill, he thought it the duty of con- 
gress to support the American manufacturer and 
merchant. Mr. Baldwinspoke again, and support- 
ed the bill, he examined more fully the deleterious 





operation of the present system of trade, &e. ant 
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ture payment of duties ought not to be forme! on 
the report of the secretary of the treasury on that 
subject; and that it would not be surprising if the 
loss tins year, by failures, &c. should equal the los- 
ses of the thirty years preceding, or one million of 
dollars. Mr. Johnson, of Va. replied to Mr. Baldwin. 
Mr. ~Weigs advocated tie bill, and thequestion Wus 
then taken or Mr. Storr’s motion and uegatived-. 
ayes 59, noes 72. Several motions were then made 
to change the duty from 10 to 5 per cent. &e. all 
negatived; but some cuanges were made in thy bil, 
Yhen it was moved to pogtpone it indefinitely—ne- 
gatived- -66 for, and 83 against it. At last-~ 

The question was ‘aken or ordering the billto be 
engrossed and read a third time, and decided in the 
negative, us follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, of Ten. Baker, Baldwin, Bate- 
man, Beecher, Bloonfiell, Boden, Brown, Campbell, Case. Clark, 
Cook, Crawford. Culbreth, Cushmau, Darlmgton, Dowse, Ed- 
wards,of Pen. Ervin, Folger, Foot, Forrest. Gross, of N. Y Guy- 
on, Hackley, Hall, of Del Hendricks, Hibshaian, Hill, Hostetter, | 
Kinsey, Kinsley, Little, Linn, MeCreary, MeLan-, of Del. McLean 
of Ken, Mallary, Mason, Meigs, R. Moore, S. Moore, Morton, 


| 
rejecting the bill for laying duties on sales at auc- 
tion. : 

Many motions were msde, which we see no use 
of detailing. Finally, Ave per cent. was fixed upon 
in lieu of the ten reported by the committee on ma- 
nufactures, and the bill was ordered to a third read- 
iug, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adains, Allen, N. Y. Baker, Baldwin, Bateman, 
Beech r, Bivowfieid, Brown. Brush, Butler, N. H. Camphell, Case, 
Ciagg-u, Clark, Cocke, Cook, Craw furc, Culbreth, Cushman, Dar- 
ibugios, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, Dowse, Barle, Edwards, of 
Pa. Ervin, Folger, fout, Ford, Forrest, Fuller, Gross, ef N. Y. 
Guyou, Haekicy. Hull. of N.Y. Hal, ot Dol, Headricks, Herrick, 
Hill, Hostetucr, Jones, Tenn. Kendall, Kiesey, Litde, Lina, Lynien, 
McCreary, McLane, of D-l. McLean, of Keun. Mailary, Marchacd, 
Masou, Meigs, M«teaif, R. Mocre, S. Moure, Monell, Morton. Mur- 
ray. Newron, Park r, Mass. Patterson, Philson, Plumer, Rankin, 
Rich, Richuword, Rogers, Ross, Russ, Sauspson, Sawyer, Sergeaut, 
Shaw Sloan, Suith, Smith, Md. Southard Stevens, Stocrs, Sweet, 
Strong. Vt. Vaylor, Tomlinson, ‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vao Rensse- 
hear. Wailace, Wend. ver, Willams, of Va. and Wooai—93. 

NAYS—Merssrse Abbot Alexander. Anderson, Archer, of Md. 
Arenvr, of Va. Ball, Bayly, Brevard, Bryan, Buum, Burton, Bute 
I-r, Lous Cantiou, Cobb, Crafts, Crowell, Culpepper, Cuthbert, 
E.idy, Edwards, Cov. Edwards, of N.C. Fisher, Fullerton, Garnete 
Gross, Penue Haii, N.C, Mardin, Hester, Hobnes, Hovks, John- 
son, Jon.s, Va. Kent, Livermore, Lowndes. Maclay, MeCoy, Mere 





Newton, Parker, of Mass. Patterson, Philsou, Rich, Robertson, 
Rogers, Ross, Russ, Sampsun, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shaw, Sloan, 
Swith of N.J. Smith, of M+. Southard, Stevens, Street. Strong, 
of Vt. Taylor, Tompkins, Trimble, Van Renssclacr, Wallace, 
Weaudover, Whitman, Wood—72. 

NAYS.—Mrssrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, of Md. Archer, 
of Va. Ball. Barbour, Bayly, Bryan, Buifum, Burton, Burweil, 
Butier, of N. Hi. Butler. of Lou Cannon. Clageett, Cobb, Cocke, 
Crafts Culpepper, Cuthbert, Dennison, Faric, Eddy, Eowards, of 
Con. Etwards of N.C, Fishis, Floyt, Fulier, Fullerton, Gaructt, 
Grossof Pen. Hall, of N.Y. Wall, of N.C. tlordin, Hissier, Holmes, 
Hooks, Johnson, Jones, of Va. Jones, of Ten. Kent, Livermore 
Lowndes, McClay, MeCoy, Mereer, M-tcalf, Mouel, Murray, 
Neale, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, ot Va. Overstreet. Parker, of Va. 
Pinckney, Pindsll, Piumer, Rankin, Rhea, Ringgold, Settle, 
Silsbee, Sunkins, Slocumb, Smith, of N.C. Storrs, Stong,of N. Ye 
Swearingen, Varr, Tereetl, Tracy, Tucker, of Va. Pucker, of S* 
C Walker, Warfield, Wiliiaus, of Va. WilBams, vi N. C.—77, 

So the bil was re je ck d. 

A motion was tiacn inade by Mr. Builer, of N. H. 
that the house do reconsider this voie; but betvre 
deciding this question-- 

At about 5 o'clock the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May3, Whe Speaker laid before the 
house, a letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting a copy of the proceedings of the court martial, 
on the trial of col. Willidm King,of the 4th regiment 
of infantry, and a copy of the orders and documents 
eonnected therewith, communicated in obedience 
to the resolulion of the 18th ulumo: which was re- 
ferred to the committee on military affairs, 

The Speaker laid betore the house also, a letter 
from the secretary of .he treasury, transiitting 
sundry documents and siaieme:ts, in relation to 
the receipts and expenditures of the department 
for Indian affairs, communicated in obedience to 
a resolution of this house; and the letter, &c. were 
referred to the comraittee on India affairs. 

On oiotion of Mr. Wilaims, of N. Carolina, the 
house took up and preeeeded to consider the re- 
so!ve submitted by him on the 2Uth ult. for the ap- 


pointment of a standing committee, to be denomi- | 


*” andthe resolu- 


nated “the comnuttee on agriculture, 
tion was agreed to, 

Mr. .Wercer moved that. the house do now pro- 
ceed to consider the bill to provide for clotiing the 
militia when called into the service of the United 
Siates; which motion was negatived, 

The bill for renewing and amending the charter 
ef the citv of Washington, was ordered to be read 
a third time to-morrow. 

Yhe house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the senate’s resolution, proposing to fix a day for| 
the adjournment of congress, 


——— 





After considerable debate, the 15th of the pre- 
sent month was fixed upon. 
The house then took up the motion, depending } 
on yesterday's adjeurnment, te regougidgr the vety! 


| cer, Neale, Nelsow, of Mass. Nelsou, Va. Overstreet. Parkey, Va, 


Pinekney, Pindall, Rhea, Ringgold, Sectie, Smith, N. ©. Strovg, 


_N. Y¥. Swearingen, Tarr, Tracy, Tucker, Va. Lucker, S.C. Ware 


ficid—so. 
And the house adjourned. 
THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 

In the senate---YThe only material business trans. 
acted this day, was on the tariff bill. After consi- 
derable debate, a motion was made by Mr. Barbour 
to postpone it untrl te next session, and agreed te 
by veas and nays, as follows: 

Yras---Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Elliott, Gaillard, 
Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Alabama, Leake, 
Lioyd, Macon, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Plea- 
sants, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Walker of 
Alabama, Walker,of Georgia, Williams, of Mississip- 
pi, Williams of ‘Tennessee---22, 

Naxs---Messrs, Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Eaton, 
Edwards, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Kentucky, 
King, of New York, Lanman, Logan, Lowrie, No- 
ble, Parrott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Tichenor, 
Trimble, Van Dyke, Wilson---21, 

So the bill was rejected; and 

The senate adjourned. 

dn the house of representatives, The engrossed 
bill laying duties on certain sales at auction, was 
read the third time. 

[This bill proposes to lay a duty on all sales of 
foreign goods at auction, (except sales under judi- 
cial process, &c.)—of one per cent. on the amount 
of sales of groceries, and that class of articles, 
aud of five per cent. on the amount of sales of 
woolens, cottens, and certain other manufactured 
articles } 

After debate, the question on the passage of the 
bill was decided by yeas and nays—for the passage 
of the bill 89; against it 61. So it was passed and 
sent to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the house 
resvlved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Smith of N.C. in the chair, on the billto authorize 
the president of the U. States to borrow two mils 
lions of dollars, and for other purposes, 

A long debate arose—Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
briefiy explained the several provisions of the bill, 
and announced his intention to propose, in conse- 
quence of the proposed extent of the loan, (for 
twelve years) that the interest to be paid thereon 
should be limited to Ave percent, [if it cannot be 


| borrowed at this rate, it may be raised by a tempo- 


rary loan, at six per cent. which the bank ef the 
U. States is to b«: authorized to lend.] 

Mr. Trimble then made a motien, to strike out 
we avitiens, (the prepesed amenui ef the loan) and 
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_ plus of the sinking fund for the present year, to the 


-tion as Mr. Trimble. 


~rose; and 
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financial affairs, to shew, that a larger loan than 
two millions of dollars was necessary from the re- 
venue having been overrated, and that, if the sink- 
ing fund was left untouched, five millions would 
be little enough. If his motion succeeded, he in- 
tended of course, to move to strike out the provi- 
sion, which authorizes the application of the sur- 


current expenses of the year. To separate the 
distinct questions, however, of the true amount of 
deficit, and of the expediency of thus applying the 
sinking fund, he limited his motion for the present | 
to striking out the word two, leaving the amount 
blank, to be filled as the committee should think 
proper. 

Mr. Storrs followed on the same side of the ques- 
Mr. Smith replied—it was 
absurd to borrow money when the surplus of the 
sinking fund could tiot be employed for the redemp- 
tion of the public debt. Mr. Zowndes supported the 
bill, though favorable toalargerloan. Mr. Baldwin! 
wished a loan of five millions, and deprecated a | 
touching of the sinkiag fund. Mr. Barbour replied | 
to Mr. Baldwin—saying when the sinking fund | 
could not be appropriated to the purchase of the 
public debt, it might be applied to ordinary pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Trimdle both spoke in re- 
ply, the latter much at large; winen 

After a session of about six hours, the committee 








The house adjourned. 








CHRONICLE. 


New York. The. election in this state took place 
last week. It is yet very doubtful who has been 
elected governor—he being chosen by the free hol- 
ders; but it is positively stated that a majority of 
the assembly is opposed to the administration of Mr. 
Clinton. When the returns are all at hand, we 
shall publish them by counties, as heretofore. 


to insert in lieu thereof five millions; and entered) 
- into a broad view of the state and prospect of our 


. \ ’ 
| how paid, &c. reported to the senate by the secre 
tary of the treasury, in pursuance of a resolution 
of that body. In general, the stock appears to 
have been fairly taken, and honestly paid in—ex- 
cept of the Franklin bank, whose capital was only 
163,255 dollars, 114,830 of which was original 
paid by stock notes, and:those notes, at present, 
amount to the decent sum of 138,602 dollars.— 
What a pity that the name of Franklin should have 
been so abused! The capital of the Central bank is 
given at 252,995 —of this $80,981 was the pro- 
ceeds of notes discounted by the bank, and 33,458 
}doilars more of the stock of the bank of the Me- 
tropolis. There is something very ingenious in 
this--thus, out of a bank fairly established on a cap- 
ital ofa million, we might establish bank after bank, 
adinfinitum, one after the other---so another bank 
might be made out of the Central bank, which capi- 
tal is in part a deposite of the stock of that of the 
Metropolis! It is right however, to observe that 
the district banks, except the Mechanics and 
Franklin banks of Alexandria, take up their own 
paper with that of the bank of the United States, 
or pay specie as required. The great disburse- 
ments of government, and of strangers within the 
ten miles square, enables them to dothis. _ 

L's the editor of the Boston Daily Advertiser. 
Sir—In your paper of Friday, under the King- 
ston head, is a notice of the frigate Macedonian, 
said to be brought from Chagres, by the British 
sloop of war, the Saphire.* As the whole tenden- 
cy of that article is to mislead and misinform the 
public, in this country, I feel myself called uponas 
as an officer, recently trom the Macedonian, to con- 
tradict those barefaced assertions, that have not 
even the shadow of truth for a feundation, In the 
first place, the Macedonian arrived at Panama, the 
25th December, 1819, and sailed again previous to 
the 15th January, 182. Instead of the sum of 
500,000 dollars, therein stated to be on board on 
Spanish account, there was not one half that amount, 
and that on account of Americans. The British 
frigate Andromache, capt. Sheriff, was not, at any 


itime, at Callao, whenthe Macedonian was there; 


Naval. The ship of the line building at New |and so far from capt. Sheriff’s exhibiting an unwil- 


York, is expected to be launched in a few days.— 
She is highly spoken of, and, it is said, will be called 
the Vew York. 

The Columbus 74; went to sea on the 27th ult. 
bound for the Mediterranean. 

A clerk in one of the. banks in Philadelphia has 
absconded, though the deficiency in the monies 
confided to his honor was only ten thousand dol- 
lars! The fellow deserves credit for his modesty. 
Many defaulters, to many times this amount, have 
bravely stood it out, and nobly drank their wine as 
usual, at home. 

Militia duty. 
the late session of the New York legislature, ex- 
empting all persons having religious scruples 
against bearing arms, from the performance of mi- 
litary duty in time of peace, without requiring from 
such persons the payment of any fine or commuta- 
tion whatever, in lieu of such service. 

Plaster of Paris. An extensive bed of this valu- 
able article has just been discovered on the west 
branch of the Susquehannah, near Pennsborough, 


and is sold at the quarry for $5 perton. This is of 


more importance to the interior of Pennsylvania 


lingness to assist in the safe conveyance of Spanish 
treasure, the Slaney sloop of war, capt. Bryan, had 
been ordered by him, down to Lima, and had sailed 
three days previous to the Macedonian’s arrival, 
with 3,000,000 of specie on board. 

Such accounts, as that from Kingston, having an 
indirect bearing on the conduct of naval officers 
abroad, should be received with some doubt, and 
republished with great caution. The high andde- 
served popularity acquired by capt. Downes, 
throughout that whole country, may have made 
him somewhat the object of jealousy at Jamaica, 


An act was passed at the close ofjand this perhaps, appeared a safe methodto aim @ 


shaft at him in the United States.---Between capt. 
Sheriff and capt. Downes, there existed, at all 
times, mutual good will, aud a high sense of per- 
sonal respect; and every opportunity, ef courtesy 
and attention, was uniformly improved and attend- 
ed to, by them both. ) 

The feelings that dictated that account, must 
have their origin at Kingston, Jamaica. I am, sir, 
verv respectfully, JOHN PERCIVAL, 

Late second lieut. of U. S. ship Macedonian. 

Charlestown, Friday, April 25d. 


— 








than the discovery of a gold mine. 


District banks. - We have returns of the capitals, 


ef the several banks in the District of Columbia, 


—SetesnEr 





| * (he substance of this intelligence was inserted 
‘in last Saturday’s Reeister, page 162. 
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